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SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 

1 . AT A LUNCHEON I HOSTED JANUARY 21 EOR SENIOR OEFICERS 

OE THE SOVIET EMBASSY, AMBASSADOR RYZHOV TOLD ME THAT HE 
HAD PERSONALLY SPOKEN TO SOVIET GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV 
IN MOSCOW ON DECEMBER 23. ACCORDING TO RYZHOV, BREZHNEV SEEMED IN 
GENERALLY GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS ALTHOUGH HE MENTIONED 
THAT HE WAS SOMEWHAT TIRED AS A RESULT OE HIS EXCEEDINGLY 
BUSY SCHEDULE DURING THE FALL. BREZHNEV STATED THAT HE 
INTENDED TO TAKE A WORKING VACATION OE SEVERAL WEEKS IN THE 
CRIMEA AT AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY WHICH, THE AMBASSADOR INDICATED, 
WOULD EXPLAIN REPORTS OP HIS RECENT ABSENCE PROM PUBLIC VIEW. 
RYZHOV ALSO MENTIONED THAT HIS WIPE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY SEEN 
BREZHNEV ON JANUARY 6 AND HAD STATED THAT HE APPEARED TO BE 
IN GOOD HEALTH. 

2. IN A MANNER APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO PROVE THAT BREZHNEV 
IS STILL VERY MUCH AT WORK, RYZHOV TOLD ME THAT HE HAD 
RECENTLY RECEIVED A LETTER DATED JANUARY 8 EOR DELIVERY 
TO PRIME MINISTER MORO SIGNED BY BREZHNEV CONCERNING THE 
INVITATION (EMBTEL 17670) EOR BREZHNEV TO VISIT ITALY. 

IN HIS LETTER, BREZHNEV REPORTEDLY INDICATED THAT HE WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO MAKE THE TRIP BUT THAT HE IS NOT NOW IN 
A POSITION TO SET A DATE. (THE MPA'S SOVIET DESK OPPICER 
HAD ALREADY INPORMED US OF THE ARRIVAL OP THE BREZHNEV 
LETTER AND HAS INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO SHOW US A COPY.) 
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3. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH ME AND OTHER EMBASSY OFPICERS, 
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THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND OTHER OFEICIALS PRESENT AT THE 
LUNCHEON DOWNPLAYED WESTERN PRESS REPORTS OF BREZHNEV'S 
ILLNESS AND OF DISSENSION WITHIN SOVIET LEADERSHIP CIRCLES. 
THEY EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE SOVIET COMMITMENT TO 
A POLICY OF DETENTE WITH THE US WOULD REMAIN UNCHANGED 
DESPITE THE RECENT SETBACK RESULTING FROM CONGRESSIONAL 
ADOPTION OF THE TRADE ACT. VOLPE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HEALTH, POLITICAL SITUATION, PARTY LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ROME00922 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750024-0405 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 30/aaaabael. tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <14 OCT 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, SU, (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE MOSCOW 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



